[bookmark: _GoBack]Mirror – rorriM

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. James 1:22-24
I meet many people and because of the places I go most of the ones I meet are believers in Christ and are my brothers and sisters in the Lord. But it always concerns me when I see so many of my family living in despair and defeated in their walk with Christ.

Why is this happening? Well I think it is because we have looked in the mirror but have forgotten what we have seen. Like James said in our opening scripture “verse 24….and, after looking at himself lf, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like”. We have looked into the Word of God, the very God we confess we trust in and who would never lie to us and then close the book and don’t believe or remember what we just read and are supposed to believe.
One man said “most people believe God can do anything but has done nothing”! What does that mean? Well it means that most Christians read the Bible that says when they became a Christian all the old went away and they became new, all the past is gone and God is never going to hold it against them (2 Corinthians 5:17) Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. But then when they step away from looking at the Word and start ascertaining how they feel most will let feelings win the argument.
So even when we mess up and feel condemned and feel like God has left or feel like we are a disappointment to God we have to remember at that point that the one that said “we are accepted in the beloved” Eph. 1:6 is the same one that said He would never leave us or forsake us in Heb.13 and that…. the gifts and calling of God are without repentance (Romans 11:29)

We Have To Look Into The Spiritual Mirror
It does not matter what we feel like, we must go by what we see in the Spiritual Mirror. James makes a comparison of looking in the Word to looking in a mirror and the Bible really is a spiritual mirror. When we look into a regular mirror we are only seeing a reflection of ourselves we have never looked directly at ourselves we have always had to depend on a reflection of what we have seen to be true and not distorted and therefore we have just learned to trust it. It’s like looking in the mirror to see if your hair is combed or not once you leave the glass you have to trust that it is right and you cannot go by how you feel it looks.
Likewise when dealing with the things of the spirit, you may say “well I don’t feel like God loves me or I don’t feel like God’s with me or I don’t feel like God is going to answer my prayer, we can’t go by what we feel we have to go by and trust what we saw in this spiritual mirror called the Word of God. So when you feel like God is not with you what do you do?
Well you look at Hebrews chapter 13 verse 5 where God says Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” or Matthew chapter 28 and verse 20 ……. lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. You go by what the Word says, trust the mirror no matter what you feel like. That is VERY easy to say but it can be so hard to do.
I promise you right now there are some who have read this or maybe you are reading it right now and have messed up some way & done something wrong and you are letting what other people have said about you and your situation and may even be saying “well you got what you deserved and they are rejecting you and you are transposing there guilt and shame and their rejections of you onto yourself and letting it dictate to you how you feel. You don’t feel that God is pleased with you and that is not what the Word says at all, because God teaches us that we are accepted in the beloved.


I’m My Beloved’s and He Is Mine ………
                              and his banner over me was love. Song of Solomon 2:4 b 
(Ephesians 1:6)  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. Not in your actions but in Him in Christ Jesus. You and I are accepted in God based on what Jesus has done not on our performance it is a spiritual thing not a natural thing you see God is a Spirit John 4:24. So you see when you look in the spiritual mirror you should look at it based on the position you hold in Christ not in your own actions, again it comes back to the In Him realities that I learned so many years ago when attending Rhema Bible Training Collage listing to Bro. Hagin and reading his little book “In Him”
God is looking at you in the spirit and not looking on your flesh, He is not dealing with us based on our performance but He is dealing with us based on who we are in the spirit. You may be condemned by people and by your own conscience, but God is not looking at you that way, listen we have to go by what the spiritual mirror says no matter what we may feel like, and that my friends is what the Bible calls FAITH.
 
Most people will not go by this because they believe that what they feel is more real than reality (sounds odd right.) In other words it is the belief that “if it is real to me and if I feel passionately about it than that is what is real” Some will even say, if a person is passionate about it then it is true for them even though the Word of God says differently. People will say “well, that is real for you, that’s your reality” but listen folks if you are a Christian then it matters not what we think it matters only what God says in His word, you know Him, the one who cannot lie.
Some say “it does not matter what reality is because if they feel it passionately and strong enough then it must be reality for them” Dear friends we need to grow up and believe the Word because spiritually speaking there are a lot of Christians that absolutely know what the Word says when it says “God will never leave you or forsake you” or that the gifts and callings of God are without repentance meaning God will never take His power and His presence and His gifts away from you, you know what the Word says but you don’t feel it and so you just go by what you feel and put the Word aside and choose your feelings because “what you feel is more real than what you saw in that Spiritual Mirror called the perfect law of liberty the never changing Word of God.

You may be thinking that is not so at all but the truth is this, when we read in the Galatians 5 that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance and these things are really in us then we would just feel them. We would know this and would not have to believe it at all because we would just feel that all this is in us. Well you cannot tell your eyes are blue or brown or gray just by feeling it you have to go look at a reflection of yourself to see what color they are and then trust that image you see.

On the same wise the Bible is a Spiritual Mirror and you have to trust what it says when you look into it and it does not matter what you may feel like and IF you can believe what it says, then it does not matter what you are told because what is true in your spirit will dominate and control your physical body. When you’re told there is no hope for your condition, you believe 1 Peter 2:24 because it says “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed”. You have a cure.
If the banker says you are losing it all then you can have confidence that something bigger is at work for you because 2 Peter 1:3 teaches us that According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue, and again in Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. You have a spirit and you were born again and became a brand new creature. We are told this in 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. Then you can know your spirit is always full of love, joy the power of God and everything.
So gang up on your flesh, by getting your mind in agreement with your spirit because now it is two against one and when you do this and cause your mind to line up with the Word and your spirit then your emotions will change your finances will change and your body will change. Not because you are doing some work or based on your performance or how good you have been or you have stayed up all night quoting all the scriptures that pertain to your need or any of the other works based things people do to try to get God to do what He has plainly stated He has already done, but it is simply because you are believing what God has already done for you through Jesus Christ and it is based solely on His performance and the work He has done which satisfied God forever.
· (Hebrews 10:14)  For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.
· (Hebrews 10:15)  Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before,
· (Hebrews 10:16)  This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;
· (Hebrews 10:17)  And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 

Blessings and remember…look to your future and not to the past, learn to live in the grace of God and love much forgive always and hold no bitterness toward anyone.
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